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Office of Student Services awards first IT Award

Teresa Lawler, third grade teacher at Fenn Elementary School is the first recipient of the Department of Student Services IT Award.  The IT Award will be given to teachers who exemplify the characteristics of inclusive teaching in the Medina City School District.  IT Teachers include all students, regardless of their disabilities and make them feel a part of the district, building, classroom, and lessons on a daily basis.  Student Services goal is to present this award several times during the school year to teachers who show IT.
Following is an excerpt from Lawler’s nomination:

Teresa Lawler goes out of her way to include all students, even those with the most intense needs in her classroom.  She includes materials and ideas in her lessons to include all students and assist them in participating and never forgets them when they are out of the room – going so far as to reschedule activities so all students can be a part of them.  She sets the most wonderful example as a role model for all students, making sure that all students are included in classroom activities and that they all feel essential to the class.

Dr. Kris Quallich, Director of Student Services stated “We are honored to have Teresa in our district, sharing her love of teaching and of students with everyone in the school district.”

Notice of Intra District Enrollment Option for the 2011/12 school year
Applications will be available to all Medina City Schools’ students who wish to attend an elementary or middle school other than the school they are assigned within the school district during the 2011-2012 school year.  This option is based on enrollment numbers, as well as space and staff availability.  Class assignments are made only to those grades that are at the district class size less one.

Intra District Enrollment Applications will be available on the Medina City Schools web site as of Monday, April 4, 2011 at www.medinacityschooldistrict.org (go to Administration then scroll down and click on the link to the Student Services page to locate the link to Intra District Open Enrollment Option or call the Office of Student Services at 330-636-3090 to receive the paperwork through the U.S. Mail.  Completed applications will be accepted at the elementary and middle school offices or at Central Office from Monday, April 4, 2011 through Thursday, June 30, 2011 for the 2011-12 school year.  Parents will be notified in writing of their child’s acceptance or non-acceptance no later than the second week of August of 2011.  Assignments may be revoked in reverse order of date received (last in, first out) if enrollment figures no longer allow for additional classroom space.

Parents whose children are approved for Intra District Open Enrollment Option are responsible for transporting their own children.

As a matter of information, Medina City Schools does not allow students from other school districts to enroll in the Medina City School District under the Inter District Open Enrollment Option.  However, Medina City Schools does allow students to leave the district for another school district under this enrollment option.

For more information, contact the Office of Student Services at 330-636-3090.

Medina After Prom seeking help
The Medina After Prom committee is seeking help in a variety of areas.  With student numbers growing the committee is finding the need for additional volunteers and resources so that After Prom can continue to be a reality.

After Prom is held to provide a safe, fun environment for students, where they can relax, play and dance away from the dangers of automobiles, drugs and alcohol.  Tragedies occur each year as students face the busy prom evening with exposure to exhaustion, driving, and potentially hazardous substances.

This year’s Prom is Saturday, May 21.  After Prom follows the dance beginning at midnight lasting until 4:30 a.m.  The event is planned solely by volunteers and all resources and purchased items are covered by donations.

Each year over 700 students attend After Prom, it normally takes at minimum 130 parent volunteers to provide this opportunity for the students.  Volunteers are needed to help with the planning, set-up, chaperoning and tear-down after the event.  Donations are also needed for this event.
The After Prom committee meets the last Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at Medina High School in the Mecca (next to the front office area).  Anyone interested in becoming involved in After Prom is invited to attend.  For further information contact:  Deb Terrell at 330-416-8679 or email deb7546@zoominternet.net, Lynn McCoy at 330-606-6003 or email lynncmccoy@gmail.com, Christine Beiling-Sheerer at 330-722-8817 or email drbeiling@medinavisionandlaser.com.

Girls Basketball team raises $3700 for the Susan G. Komen Walk for a Cure
Medina High School senior and varsity basketball player Taylor Burke worked with her teammates and the boys’ basketball players to raise funds for the Susan G. Komen Walk for a Cure.  Burke shadowed Channel 3 news reporter Lynn Olszowy for a day and learned that Olszowy is going to participate in the 3-Day Walk for a Cure.  Olszowy asked Burke if the girls’ basketball team would consider hosting a “Hoops for the Cure” to help raise funds for the walk.  That is all Burke needed to hear and the planning started.

The girl’s team enlisted donations from local businesses and families and the boys’ team donated their 50/50 raffle money and their 1/2 court shot money from one of their games.  Basketball families pulled together from middle school through high school to coordinate a bake sale, a 50/50 raffle, ½ court shot at a girls game, and collected donations from fans at various games, with the total amount raised being $3,700.  Olszowy attended the girl’s basketball game on January 26 and addressed the crowd in appreciation for the support.  The girls from both Medina and Nordonia wore Hoops for the Cure t-shirts and decked out the gymnasium in pink balloons and crepe paper.   Burke remarked about the events success “On behalf of the Medina Girls Basketball team, we would like to thank everyone for their generous donations to “Hoops for the Cure.”  I am so proud to be a part of Medina!”
