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Office of Student Services honors teacher with the IT Award

Medina City School’s Office of Student Services implemented the IT Award this school year which recognizes a regular education teacher servicing students with disabilities.  The Inclusion Teacher (IT) award was given to teachers who provided exemplary service to students with special needs in their classrooms.  You know IT when you see IT – is the motto for this award.  

Recently Al DiTommaso, language arts teacher at Medina High School received this award.  Mr. DiTommaso’s nomination stated “Al has the ability to help students with learning disabilities become successful in his classroom and has always advocated on behalf of special education students. “

This school year, Mr. DiTommaso co-taught with Carolyn Wendl from the Special Education Department for two class period of Fundamental Language Arts 11/12.  He welcomed Mrs. Wendl into his classroom and helped to develop a relationship where both teachers taught and contributed to the learning environment.    His nomination further stated “His work ethic and attitude towards co-teaching have allowed us to expand our co-teaching program and he has helped all students to be more academically successful.”

Claggett Middle School places third at state Power of the Pen competition
On May 27, Claggett Middle School placed third in the state in the 27th annual Power of the Pen State Competition for Young Writers.  The event was held at the College of Wooster.  The tournament was the culmination of 28 district and 12 regional competitions held throughout the state.  Approximately 700 writers from 275 schools in Ohio participated in the all-day writing tournament.  All writing is in response to prompts not known in advance.  Students from grades 7th and 8th competed in three 35 minute writing rounds vying for trophies, certificates, savings bonds, and college scholarships.  The Power of the Pen, which honors excellence in creative writing, works with 500 middle schools throughout Ohio and generates 25,000 pieces of writing annually.
Representing Claggett Middle School at the state tournament were seventh graders Annie Herr, Delaney Kuska, Addie Schneider, Chelli St. Clair, and Julia Van Wagnen, and eighth graders Coral Ciupak and Lauren Pytel.  They all successfully competed at the District and Regional tournaments to qualify for the state tournament.  The students are coached by retired teacher Sue Pallini and language arts teacher Jamie Patyak.  

In addition to the third place team finish, eighth grader Coral Ciupak received a prestigious Creative Talent Award for her writing as a seventh grader.  This award is given to three students who qualify for State two consecutive years and whose writing is judged as best in the state by a panel of Power of the Pen judges.  Cora’s winning story titled “Strength,” was published in the 2010 Power of the Pen The Book of Winners.  Additionally, Lauren Pytel also had a piece of her writing, judged “Best of the Best” during the 2009-2010 season published in The Book of Winners.

Medina City Schools Foundation awards classroom grants
The Medina City Schools Foundation awarded over $5,000 in classroom grants for next school year.  Paula Midlik, physical education teacher at Waite Elementary received a grant that will allow her to incorporate music into her curriculum to enhance warm ups, the dance unit, movement units, and jump rope sessions.  The grant award was for $564 to purchase a portable Docking Station and i-Pod system.

Medina High School’s Buzz Café which is run by special needs students will be purchasing a Cricut cutting and printing machines to produce high quality note cards for sale at the Café.  The materials and Cricut units will allow for the expansion of creativity and marketability of the note cards and allow students to improve their math and social skills.  The grant award was for $874.

First grade teachers at Heritage Elementary School will receive $1,346 for a program that will target first graders who present deficits in phonological processing for intensive reading intervention.  
The Summer Reinforcement Program which provides reinforcement instruction to students in a summer school program was awarded $1,200. The money will be used to provide scholarships for students in need of assistance with tuition costs for the program.

Intervention specialists Amy Lloyd and Brandon Roberts at Claggett Middle School received a grant award for $1,100 for a pilot program.  Using a cutting-edge technological approach to increase student fluency and comprehension they will purchase two iPads and a “Comprehensive Toolkit” curriculum to integrate with the current curriculum and to measure results using the “Fluency Measures Assessments” tests.  
Electronic sign board donated by Medina High School Student Council
Medina High School's Student Council donated the money for the district to purchase an electronic sign board that will be located near the driveway of the Medina Community Recreation Center.  Soon residents can watch for upcoming events on this electronic sign.
