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Mark Your Calendars for the Medina City Schools Children’s Choir Concert

One hundred and six elementary students from across the school district will be performing their inaugural Concert on Wednesday, June 1 at 7:00 PM at Medina High School in the Main Stage Auditorium, free of charge.  The Choir is directed by Jan Swanson and accompanied by Ann Usher.  This Children’s Choir is sponsored by the Medina City Schools Foundation.  A CD will be produced of this performance by Soundwaves Recording.  CD order forms will be available at the concert; the cost is $17 per CD.  The CD cover design will be the Children’s Choir logo which was designed by Fenn fifth graders Megan Sency.
The Choir was organized this school year by vocal music teacher Jan Swanson.  Students from across the district practice outside of the normal school day.  

Author visits Waite Elementary for “Right to Read Week”
Author of “There’s a Lion on the Dance Floor” Kristin Paulus visited with Waite Elementary students during their “Right to Read Week” celebrations.  Paulus spoke to each grade level about the importance of reading and shared with them the steps it took her to write a book.  She explained that the process took her two and a half years with many revisions and teamwork with the illustrator just as students need to work in teams and revise their work to get it just right.

Attached is a photo of third graders Lauren Hallock and Aubrey Cavey.

Teacher selected to participate in USC/CHEVRON Frontiers of Energy Resources Camp
Medina High School science teacher, David Hamman, has been selected for the 2011 USC/Chevron Frontiers of Energy Resources Summer Camp at the University of Southern California.  Chevron Corporation has joined with USC’s Viterbi School of Engineering to host this camp for select students and staff.  Hamman is one of five teachers selected nationally for this program.
The Frontiers of Energy Resources Summer Camp offers a preparatory, interactive training program focusing on various energy resources including fossil fuels, solar, biofuel, wind, nuclear energy, and information technologies for energy efficient operations.  Hamman’s acceptance letter stated “This is a great recognition of your talents and we are pleased to congratulate and welcome you to the program.  You may in one form or another become involved in planning for the sustainable supply of energy resources for our society.”   Hamman’s one-week Camp experience and all materials are paid for by the sponsors.
Medina Third Grader Wins 1rst Place at Cleveland’s Regional Invention Convention
What could 122 “would be Edison’s and Wright Brother’s in grader kindergarten through eighth grade possible dream up?  Those who attended Cleveland’s fourth regional Invention Convention found out on May 7 at the Great Lakes Science Center.  All finalists were pre-selected in their school district to participate in the competition.  Fourteen finalists from the Medina City School’s Invention Convention attended the Regional Convention.

Following are the student participants:  first grader Andrew Parmelee; second graders Jordan Steele, Bailey Olin, Spencer Bradford, Cyrus Bradford, and Anya Laribee; third graders Joe Cornell, Andrew Kancler, and Brandon Thompson; fifth graders Devin Steele, Alyssa Cabacungan, Julia Parmelee, and Matthew Mollohan; eighth grader Justin Thompson.
Some of Medina’s and Cleveland’s best student inventors proved that every answer does not come from a world-renowned laboratory, but many come from an elementary or middle school student.  For the past 17 years over one million Ohio students have participated in The Invention Convention creating useful, sometimes crazy and always interesting inventions. The Invention Convention inspires students to create and problem solve while developing their inventions.  The focus of the curriculum is to recognize simple to complex problems that individuals face everyday and follow them through the process of creating solutions to them.

Fenn Elementary third grader Joseph Cornell garnered first place for his invention “The Drip Dodger.”  Joseph will receive a $500 college scholarship.  “The Drip Dodger” keeps ice cream lovers from making a mess with their ice cream cones.  Advisor Kelly McLaren-Olin stated “Joseph, and all Medina participants did a fine job representing our city and schools.”
