Newsworthy Information

from the

Medina City Schools

Communications Office

May 31, 2011

Contact:
Jeanne Hurt



330-636-3112

Vocal Music Concert “MOVE!” being performed June 2

Under the direction of vocal music teachers Carey Knox and Nancy Wojciak, district Claggett Middle School students will be performing popular tunes during their concert “MOVE!” on Thursday, June 2, 7:00 PM, Medina High School, Main Stage Auditorium.  The concert is free and open to the public.

The newly formed Show Choir Applause will perform their updated concert set with a pit band followed by Claggett’s choirs; the sixth grade choir will feature a pop medley arranged by their director Nancy Wojciak; attendees will enjoy originals by the Beatles, Billy Joel, and the musical Big River performed by the seventh grade choir; and the eighth grade choir will begin their set with a selection from The Wiz, followed by a Stevie Ray Vaughan heart-pumper.  The choir will end with a reflective number arranged by director Carey Knox during which a video collage of their family pictures will be projected.  The combined choirs will conclude the concert with a performance of the Glee cast arrangement of “JUMP.”
Northrop students help clean-up neighborhood
Fifth graders from Northrop Elementary participated in a neighborhood clean-up when they noticed that there was an abundance of trash in the open area at the intersection of Jefferson Street and Stonegate Drive.  Contact was made with Montville Township who provided the students with large plastic bags.  Students brought in gardening gloves, wore boots and old clothes to participate in the clean-up.  The students collected eight bags worth of trash.  An organizer of the event stated “The students felt great about being able to help their community look beautiful.  They all felt Northrop Pride of a job well done.”
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H.G. Blake Elementary School students plant garden enhancing their experiences
A garden is a unique and engaging way for teaching subjects across the curriculum.  The students at H.G. Blake are getting to discover this hands-on!  Recently, 20 students from the school’s Gardening club along with student advisors Kevin Henslee and Vanessa Stygles met at Blake to plant all types of vegetables, flowers, and herbs in their three raised bed gardens.  Students will meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays for the rest of the school year to weed and water and throughout the summer they will meet on Tuesday mornings to tend to the gardens.  At harvest time students will get to sample their produce by creating pizzas from the vegetables and herbs they grew.  The garden project was made possible through generous donations from Home Depot, Boyerts, Smith Brothers, Target and the Medina City Schools Foundation.

Medina High School students have art published in Celebrating Art
Students in Elaine Taylor’s art classes submitted still images of their art to Celebrating Art which is a national art contest to encourage artistic talents, increase the learning experience, and to preserve art in a professionally bound book.    The following students will have their art featured in the book which will be available for purchase in the fall at celebratingart.com:  Heidi Loos, Kit Palencar, Alex Wasik, Sara Willhoite, Angie Gracyk, Emily Metzger, Madeline Kranz, Katie VonDerVellen, Michelle Yoo, Madison Sternberg.

Claggett eighth graders participated in Writing for your Future 

Claggett’s eighth graders recently participated in a collaborative workshop designed to enhance their preparedness for future opportunities in the job and college market.  During the workshop, students learned how to complete job applications, compose letters of introduction and appreciation, write a resume, garner references, and prepare for a personal interview.

In its second year, Writing for your Future addresses 21st century communication skills and requires students to compile a portfolio which includes an achievement organizer as well as student written applications, resume, and letters.  The workshop kicked off in late April with a presentation by guest speakers Jim Shields and Debra Nelsen from the district’s Human Resources Department.

The culminating activity for the workshop was mock interviews.  Various members of the Medina community played the part of interviewers.  Claggett student James Roberts stated in his thank you letter to Chris Evans of Plastipak, “I was scared when the interview week came around.  I thought it was going to be terrifying, a gut wrenching experience, but I was wrong.  It was fun and I think it will help me prepare for job interviews in the future.”

The following individuals served as interviewers:  Brett Adams, Sheila Allen, Kathy Breitenbucher, Tom Burnett, Lori Chandler, Martina Cook, Amy Demlow, Chris Evans, Mike Gemmer, Mike Giano, John Gladden, Bill Grenfell, Val Gurko, Brian Harr, Craig Harwick, Karen Jamieson-Sating, Delmar Jones, Mitch Keller, Jesse Kloos, Dave Knight, D.J. Lee, Dave Mueller, Sue Pallini, Steve Shuck, Erika Sulyok, Greg Thorn, Karen Thorn, Kimberly Wickert, Jake Yorko.
