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Medina High School students accepted in the Air Force Academy

Medina High School seniors Seniors Dylan Quaider and Alex Fotheringham have been accepted into the Air Force Academy and will begin in June.  Dylan currently has a 4.607 grade point average.  He lettered in cross country and track and is a member of the National Honor Society.  Dylan received the Northeast Ohio Conference Scholar Athlete Award for both Cross Country and Track.  He received the rank of Eagle Scout in 2010 and has served as a peer tutor in Spanish and Chemistry and volunteers at a local food pantry.  Dylan will pursue a major in aeronautical engineering, physics or aeronautical sciences.

Alex currently has a 4.700 grade point average.  He lettered in track and cross country and is a member of the National Honor Society.  Alex received the Northeast Ohio Conference Scholar Athlete Award for both Track and Cross Country.  He is a peer tutor and a member of SHUDDLE.  Alex has taken the National Latin Exam receiving the ranking of Summa Cum Laude and Magna Cum Laude.  He is a National Merit Commended Scholar and an Honor Society Inductee. Alex intends to pursue a major in astro or aeronautical engineering. 

New Summer Program – The Medina Youth Theater

Join the Medina Performing Arts Center for a new summer program —The Medina Youth Theater. This promises to be a fun theater day camp for students in 1st to 8th grade. Taught by area teachers and performers, students have the chance to improve their performance ability, as well as develop problem-solving, creativity, team work, and other life skills. Students will be divided by age for some classes, and some activities will be done as a group. Each week will have a different focus. Students will be exposed to a number of different skills and activities including acting, dance, singing, make-up, and props. There will be a brief performance and sharing at the end of each session. 

Day camp tuition is $150 per week. There is a $10 discount for siblings and multiple camp sessions. Registration deadline is Friday, May 20. All activities will take place at the Medina Performing Arts Center, 851 Weymouth Road, Medina, OH 44256. Call Vicki Calvin at 330-636-3400 or email calvinv@mcsoh.org for more information or to register. 

Day Camp Sessions
Camp I: Song and Dance
We will learn the basics of acting, singing and dancing skills. Beginning students will learn some basic steps and move their bodies. More advanced students will learn more challenging choreography. 
June 13-17, 12 pm—5 pm

Camp II: Monsters, Make-Up and Mayhem
We will learn how make-up and costumes create characters. Students will use recycled materials to build puppets and monster costumes. More advanced students will write ghost stories to perform.
June 20-24, 12 pm—5 pm

Camp III: Lights, Cameras, Action!
We will learn about making movies and television shows. We will study acting for the camera, how to audition, and make our own TV commercials.
June 27-July 1, 12 pm—5 pm
Claggett Students Participate in Ohio Science Olympiad

Claggett Middle School placed 14th at the 2011 Ohio Science Olympiad state tournament, out of 40 teams that entered in the competition. Claggett’s performance noticeably improved compared to last year’s tournament, where they finished 22nd. Ohio’s state Science Olympiad tournament is considered to be among the most competitive state competitions; for the past several years winners from Ohio’s tournament have won Science Olympiad’s national titles for Division B (Middle School) and Division C (High School).

The Science Olympiad is North America’s most prestigious team science and technology competition for elementary, middle, and high school teams. Students compete in 23 events, challenging their science knowledge in biology, geology, chemistry, physics, earth & environmental sciences, technology and engineering applications. In 2010, 277 teams representing more than 4,000 Ohio students and teachers participated. Ohio has been a part of the National Science Olympiad program for over 26 years, and state participation ranks in the top six of 48 states currently involved in this program.

Brenda Rice, MD, is the head coach for the team, with additional coaching provided by Sandy Brown and John Schubert. Supplementary coaching was also provided by Adrienne Appleby, Michael Bonezzi, Robert Brown, Robert Bures, Connie Kerns, Dr. Mike Kerns, Drs. David and Michelle Loeper, Floralyn Morata, Howard Polack, Rob Walker, and Dan Willhoite.

The team consists of sixth, seventh, and eighth graders from Claggett:

6th grade: Cassidy Polack, Nicky Schmeller, Matt Stump, Derek Walker
7th grade: Jonathan Bonezzi, Eric Brown, Zack Carey, Sean Kerns, Kyle Kofsky, Sunny Levine, Ben Loeper
8th grade: Preston Bures, Sam Hardy, T.J. Milam, Kendra Willhoite

Winning gold first place medals were Sam Hardy and Sunny Levine in “Anatomy,” and Sunny Levine and Cassidy Polack in “MAG-LEV.”

Bronze medal winners included Sam Hardy and Kendra Willhoite in “Helicopters” and Kyle Kofsky and Kendra Willhoite in “Storm the Castle.”

6th place medal winners included Sam Hardy, Sunny Levine and Cassidy Polack for “Experimental Design” and Zack Carey and TJ Milam for “Write It, Do It.”

Other participants who placed in the Top 20 include Nicky Schmeller and Kendra Willhoite in “Dynamic Planet” (7th place), Eric Brown and Preston Bures in “Towers” (9th place), Eric Brown and Sean Kerns in “Road Scholar” (10th place), Jonathan Bonezzi and Nicky Schmeller in “Ornithology” (12th place), Jonathan Bonezzi, Sam Hardy and Kendra Willhoite in “Bottle Rocket” (13th place), Zack Carey and Cassidy Polack in “Microbe Mission” (13th place), Sean Kerns and Ben Loeper in “Solar System” (16th place), Nicky Schmeller and Kendra Willhoite in “Aquifers” (18th place), TJ Milam and Derek Walker in “Battery Buggy” (19th place) and Jonathan Bonezzi and Preston Bures in “Compute This” (19th place).


Claggett’s Science Olympiad Team represents the school but does not obtain direct funding from the school or school district. Instead, the team has received donations from parents, Medina City Schools’ Parents Advocating Challenge in Education (PACE) and business sponsor, The Equity Engineering Group. Claggett’s Science Olympiad team is in the process of reaching out to the school, associated foundations and groups, and the community in order to build support to reach its goal of making the Top Ten middle schools in the state of Ohio for Science Olympiad in 2012.

If you are interested in sponsoring the team or helping to fund additional participation in invitational tournaments, please contact Dr. Rice by email at CCFHealth@gmail.com.
Claggett’s Robobees Place fourth at World Championship
Claggett’s Robotics Club has been hard at work designing and constructing robots for competition.  Twenty-four students worked with parents Eileen Woods and Mike Gemmer this school year to construct robots to enter into the Robofest competition.

The students divided into six teams preparing for competition in one of three areas.  The first area was the game team which had to program for a difficult game in which the playing field changed between rounds.  The second area was the dance team that had to interact with the robots that they programmed to dance.  The third area was the exhibition team which required the students to develop a robot that was based on science or math and presented in a presentation format.

At the local competition, the Robobees came in third place in the exhibition area and advance to the Regional Competition.  The Regional Competition was a video only competition and the Robobees placed third advancing them to the World Championships at Lawrence Technological University in Michigan.  The Robobees took fourth place at the World Championship and received the People’s Choice Award.  

The Robobees built an e.o.d. (explosive ordinance disposal) robot that used a variety of different sensors and bluetooth technology.   Eileen Woods stated “The students put in many hours and impressed me with the way they worked together as a team.  Each one of them had something they were great at! This has been a great opportunity for the student’s and they learned some impressive skills in robotics.”

The Robobees are:  Nathan Blake, Kyle Balas, Jordan Dailey, Jake Knechtel, Ryan Woods, and Michael Zura.

