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High school language arts teacher holding book drive
Medina High School language arts teacher Sue Bryenton is holding a community book drive to benefit students Pre-K through the eighth grade living in the Appalachian area in Athens County.  Bryenton has been in contact with the Superintendent of the Trimble School District and learned of the need for pleasure books for the students.  These students do not have the pleasure of having reading books at home for enjoyment or for their parents to read to them.
Anyone wishing to donate used or new books can drop them off at school building.  The drive will run through November 22.  Bryenton will be renting or securing a donated U-Haul to transport the books.  For questions or to assist contact Bryenton at 330-725-5283.

Medina Musical Bees named Grand Champions
The Medina Musical Bees just completed an extremely successful season of performances at Ohio Music Education Association (OMEA) local marching competitions winning shows the past two weekends at Copley and Brunswick High School.  

The band competed in Class AA on October 16, at the Copley Marching Band Invitational with several area high school marching bands.  The Musical Bees performed an outstanding rendition of this year’s competition show titled “Spartacus” by Gary Gilroy. 

The Musical Bees were awarded 1st place in Class AA, Best Percussion Class AA and best Color Guard in Class AA.  Overall awards received included:  Best of Show Music, Best of Show General Effect and the high overall score at the competition.  Medina qualified for the OMEA State Marching Band finals earning Superior Ratings in every category.
The Brunswick Sound Spectacular was the location for the Bees next performance.  The Blue Devil Marching Band competition was held October 23.  The Musical Bees, again performing in Class AA, were named Grand Champions of the show.  Awards received included:  1st Place and Best Auxiliary in Class AA as well as Best of Show Auxiliary, the “Kathryn Curtis Award” for Best Overall Music and Best Overall General Effect.
“Our directors, staff and band members have been preparing very diligently during the past two weeks reviewing judge’s comments from recent performances.  We, as Musical Bees staff members, have been awed at the amount of dedication and hard work displayed by our marching band members this year, allowing us to have outstanding performances at the Copley and Brunswick shows,” stated Medina High School director Gary Ciulla.

The Musical Bees will be traveling to Columbus this Saturday, October 30th to perform for the OMEA State Marching Band Finals.  The band is scheduled to perform at 5 p.m. at the Dublin Coffman High School football stadium.

