Newsworthy Information
from the 

Medina City Schools

Communications Office

February 8, 2011

Contact:
Jeanne Hurt



330-636-3112
“Pass It On” is theme of Claggett’s Chain Link Crew

Students at Claggett Middle School involved with the Chain Link Crew (CLC) a program of Rachel’s Challenge are on the lookout for kind and compassionate behavior this week.  Students in the CLC are caring two bracelets with them this week; one to wear and one to give to someone else.  Once they see someone doing something kind, they are “passing on” a bracelet, along with a note thanking him or her for making Claggett a great place to be.  Ericka Kott, a CLC advisor stated “Our goal is to send a visual message throughout Claggett that people are making a difference in our environment.  By the end of the week, there should be close to 100 bracelets circulating throughout our halls!”
High School Debate Team competes in OHSSL tournament
The Medina High School Debate Team recently competed in the Ohio High School Speech League (OHSSL) district debate tournament attempting to qualify the team for the State Championship tournament being held the first weekend in March.

Medina sent four teams in Public Forum Debate and four individuals in Lincoln-Douglas Debate, the two debate events in which Medina participates.  Competing were seniors Sydney Alvarez, Jake Colantoni, Morgan Etheridge, Sarah Kaletta, Marybeth Krosse; juniors Max Deka, Brian Haberfield, Lindsay Patyak, Jared Topp, Veronica Toth; and sophomores Katie Klein, and Sam Trapp.  Medina finished with two state qualifiers in Lincoln-Douglas Debate and one qualifier and the first alternate in Public Forum Debate.  This is Medina’s ninth consecutive trip to the state finals in debate.

On February 18 and 19, the Debate Team will compete in the National Forensic League’s national qualifying tournament, in which they hope to qualify for the national championships for the third time.  Students finishing in the top ten in their event during this tournament will qualify for the state championship if they have not already done so during the OHSSL tournament.  The top two or three students in each event will qualify for the national championships.  Student competitors for the National Forensic League’s national qualifying tournament are:  Marybeth Krosse, Morgan Etheridge, Lindsay Patyak, Sydney Alvarez, Sarah Kaletta, Jake Colantoni, Jared Topp, Sam Trapp, and Brian Haberfield.

Foundation approves close to $3,000 in classroom grants
The Medina City Schools Foundation granted close to $3,000 in classroom grants to enhance the educational experience for students.  A $550 grant was awarded to Waite Elementary to cover start-up costs for a school store.  Students with specific learning needs will work in the store with the goal of further developing math, organizational, and interpersonal skills.  The Helping Hands Preschool is developing a program using touch screen technology to assist pre-school students in engaging in pre-academic skill development using touch screen technology.  The Foundation awarded $500 to the pre-school which covers a portion of their grant request for this program.  
Medina High School science teacher Nick Kaplack wrote a grant request to support a Aquaponic and Hydroponic system that will raise fish and grow plants.  This system would allow for fish waste to be used as nourishment for the plants within the system.  In the past, his class has grown a number of plants in the classroom using a Hydroponic system, these plants were then used for the community garden at Medina High School.  The grant award was for $1,895.
